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Message from our new president by Jim Anderson
Come join us on
January 1 for the annual Polar Bear Fun
Fly.

Bring a dish of something you favor to
share with others.

There was a great turn out for the event
last year. Over 20 attended at some point or
Be the first to
another and many got in first flights of the
launch your airplane
year. The temperature was cool, but little to
into the sky on New
no wind. Some of us remarked that it was
Year’s Day. Be prepared for all types of flyone of the more pleasant Polar Bears in reing conditions. We have had sun and warm,
cent years.
wind and cold, foggy, and even a runway
covered in snow. Wheels,
floats and skis may be the
order of the day for takeoff and landings.
Pay your club dues for
2022 and receive the new
gate combinations.

We send the Leading Edge to all the
members of our
club, however, it is
not an exclusive
club. In fact, anyone can receive
the newsletter. All
we need is an email
request to
tri.city.rc.modelers
@gmail.com.
The newsletters are
sent to other pilots
and clubs nationwide and to dealers/vendors worldwide.
My hope is to give
others a glimpse of
our club. Here is a
link for everyone
to the past newsletters.
https://
www.dropbox.com/.../
AADRHSEYA0ud8ZcucJSNxcuua...
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Message From the President John Patton
This is my last message to you as
president of TCRCM.
I have enjoyed my tenure as president, mainly because of the enthusiasm of you, the members. We are a
club that enjoys the hobby and each
of us wants to improve our own
skills, as well as encouraging other
members.
These past few
years we’ve worked
together to help
new members, improve the field by
purchasing a new
mower, and fun flys.
My most memorable events were the
ARC Fun Days. Our
club’s whole hearted participation not
only by members,
but by our families,
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is surely the most significant contribution to the community we can do. I’m
hoping the Covid problems are behind us
and we’ll be able to continue the ARC
support in the future.
The leadership team I’ve been privileged
to serve with made my role easier. They have all the ideas. I
just tell you about them, and everyone pitches in to make it
happen!
I know the next few years under Jim Anderson’s leadership
will be even more exciting for the club. We all know his flying skills, but more importantly his encouraging enthusiasm
and coaching. He has many ideas for various activities he’ll
share with you and I know all of you will enjoy participating
in them.
So, thanks to all you members and leadership team for
your support and encouragement to make
C
our club a great representative of model
L
aviation!

I
C
K
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Cold Weather Considerations
There are fair weather pilots and idiots like myself who fly every month of the
year. As weather conditions change you may wonder: “Can I fly my plane in
the cold or snow?” The answer is a resounding “YES” however there are a
number of things to consider to prevent frustration, or even danger
with cold weather flying.

For reasons of prudent safety, one should never fly
alone. This is particularly true when the weather is
very hot or very cold. Use the technology your
spouse gave you to text or call a flying buddy –
or several and fly with a friend or two.

Although nitro motors will run in the cold, they
are more difficult to start in the winter as they rely on
compression to start which is heat dependent. If you heat
the nitro motor in advance of starting it will help. Try to keep
the motor insulated between flights to hold the heat in. Some
will put the motor near their automobiles heat vent. Once the nitro
motor starts, allow it to idle a bit so the entire motor warms up before
preparing to launch.

The cold also impacts the use of electric models. Lipo battery internal resistance increases considerably with cold weather. This leads to a loss of power and also flight duration. My practice is to transport my Lipos in an insulated
box (cooler) with one or two Gatorade bottles filled with water as hot water.
In terms of numbers – you want the water to be below 150 degrees Fahrenheit and preferably above 120. Water is vastly superior to chemical heating
packs because water has a very high thermal inertia – or capacity to store
heat. Even if you heat the batteries prior to using them you’ll probably still
see a marked decrease in flight times – so if you use a timer watch out. That 6
minute flight in summer may well be decreased to 4 minutes or less in the
winter. Flying until Low Voltage Cutoff (LVC) also leads to over discharging the
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batteries which will incrementally damage your batteries.

You can purchase LiPo powered Lipo
heaters. I acquired one this year, but
have not yet used one so have no
opinion regarding them

Pay attention to your
eyewear in winter
months. The sun will
be lower on the
horizon and many flyable days are overcast. Avoid
overly dark sunglasses and opt instead for blue
blocking – yellow, amber, or orange glasses.
Consider ski goggles to stop eye watering.

As a person who wears shorts year round
I’m hardly the person to suggest you bundle up.
But… bundle up. You know the drill – use layers and
long undies.

Consider fingerless gloves when flying and large mittens to
fit over the fingerless gloves between flights when your hands are
not occupied. I find those made for
photographers having only the index and
thumb open perfect for RC. These are available from major online photo dealers such as
bhphotovideo.com .

In addition to gloves for your hands, there
are also gloves that cover your transmitter
with holes for your hands. Transmitter gloves
are a solution I’ve used from time to time.
Some even have lipo heaters in them. As
you’d expect, they can be a challenge to use
for a hand launched model – yet another reason to fly with a friend.
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More on LiPo Battery Storage by R.S.Page
A couple months ago I explained WHY storing Lipo bateries @ 3.75v/cell is considerably safer than storing at 3.85v/cell value that has become the hobby
standard. To summarize, the 3.85 volt value was arbitrarily chosen in the early
days of Lipo’s because that’ represents 50% of the battery energy depleted.
Since this time extensive testing by the FAA has determined that storing below
3.77 volts/cell (30% energy level) will prevent the battery from spontaneously
igniting or for fire to propagate from cell to cell. Further tests done primarily by

hobbyists have found that storing batteries at 3.75 volts/cell (25% energy level)
greatly slows the shelf life aging of lipo batteries. As a result, based on what we

sion for sale. I don’t like the upgraded version!!
In trying to do make the device do more they
complicated the operations to make it inadvisable to endorse. The original version is still available from Aliexpress.com at the following link.
https://www.aliexpress.com/
item/33049131632.html The price for the 150
watt version (which is what you want) is about
$23. This is also available from an unknown to
me website called alexnld.com for $36. I won’t include the link for that –
but you can look it up if interested.
The link to the “upgraded” device from banggood is be-

now know, a very persuasive case can be made that

low – but I don’t recommend it.

storing at 3.75 volts/cell is a BEST PRACTICE.

https://www.banggood.com/CellMeter8-AOK-8S-Digital

Most Lipo chargers have the capacity to place batteries

-Battery-Voltage-Capacity-Balance-Servo-Checker-

into “storage voltage” however in keeping with the

Tester-With-Discharge-Modul-p-1144559.html

now established standard – this is generally a value at

I should note here that the CellMeter8 battery voltage

or near 3.85 volts and not generally editable. You

checker is available from other vendors including Ama-

might think that this would render chargers useless in
this regard, but not so. Most, if not all, chargers have a configurable discharge

zon for less money – but WITHOUT the

setting. Some think this will completely discharge the battery – but this is not

discharging module. It will still discharge

the case. It will discharge the battery to a voltage the user defines. So what
you do is set the discharge value to 3.75 volta and use the discharge setting rather than storage setting. But wait – there’s more. I have an even more exciting discharging method which is faster and I dare say, better.

your batteries but it takes (literally) 30
times longer. You want the whole enchilada including the discharge module. If
buying from Banggood be sure to buy the
one with three bulbs rather than the op-

A few years ago I found the “AOKoda CellMeter8 8S Battery Voltage Capacity
Balance Servo Checker Tester With Discharge Module“for sale and bought one.
It is a small device that interfaces a popular battery checker/balancer with
three tiny 50-watt projector bulbs. This electronic mash-up accurately and relatively quickly discharge a battery. Frankly, it’s genius. Over time I bought a
half dozen or so of these for myself and other from Banggood. Unfortunately,
these is now out of stock @ Banggood as they have a similar “upgraded” ver-
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tion with 1 bulb. Obviously one bulb will
take 3 times as long to discharge as one
bulb.
In addition to using the AOKoda for discharging, I use it with a parallel board so I
can discharge several IDENTICAL batteries
at one time to 3.75v/cell.
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One thing I wish I’d known
Jason Cole recently posed the question in RCG: "What one thing you wish
you knew when you started flying RC." I thought that a selection of the
replies would make for interesting reading no only for new folks in the
hobby, but for grizzled veterans of the hobby as well.
I decided it would be fun
to ask that same question
to the many RC pilots I
know and combine that
list with the replied received in RCG. As it
turned out there were
some consistent themes
in the replies. I’ve intentionally avoided brand preference and have abridged a number of the replies for brevity.

 What’s one thing you wish you knew when you started flying?
 Find a local RC club and join
 Start with a tried-and-true 4 channel simple trainer.
 Do NOT buy the cool low wing WW2 fighter until your 3rd plane.
 Learn with electric powered foam, then let you passion be your
guide.
 Start by spending quite a bit of time on a flight
simulator crashing models for free.
 Seek out a competent club flyer for instruction
 Add a little up-elevator when turning..
 It doesn't matter WHAT you fly, as long as you
are enjoying it.
 Ask others what works as far as a starter plane
and motor before you spend your money.
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 Throttle for altitude, Elevator for speed,
NOT the other way around.
 Keep your nose down on your landing approach.
 RC airplanes are more addictive than any
drug out there and the friends you make at
the field will only encourage you to get
more.
 Learn safety early and practice always. Use throttle cut.
 You will spend many times the allocated budget on this hobby.
 Rudder is your friend
 Throttle is more than an on/off switch
 Instead of buying several radios and outgrowing them start with
a quality radio with more features than you think you’ll need.
 Realized that Balsa ARFs plus novice pilot equals splinters
 Fly what you can afford to crash.
 Buy lots of glue.
 It’s never too windy to fly. (Editors note: Slope soaring requires
stiff wind)
 How fast the technology would move over the years
 Take-offs are optional, landings are mandatory. Learn to land
first.
 Set yourself up for success with one or two name brands.
 The hobby is addictive.
 All airplanes have an expiration date!
 Gas or electric, avoid nitro we are no longer in the 80's and 90's.
 Servos and radios - you get what you pay
for.
 Balance the costs with the amount of fun!
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Six Keys to Success

By Ed Anderson abridged by R. Scott Page

Whether you have a coach or you are trying to learn to fly on your
own, you will need to be mindful of these six areas if you are going
to become a successful RC pilot. There are a few things I have seen
as the key areas to stress for new pilots. Some get it right away and
some have to work at it. They are in no particular order because
they all have to be learned to be successful.
Wind
Orientation
Speed
Altitude
Over Control
Preflight Check
1) Wind - The single biggest
cause of crashes that I have observed has been the insistence
upon flying in too much wind. If you are under an instructor’s control or on a buddy box, then follow their advice, but if you are starting out and tying to learn on your own, regardless of the model, I
recommend dead calm to 3 MPH for the slow stick and tiger moth
type planes; Under 5 MPH for all others. That includes gusts. An experienced pilot can handle more.
Always keep the plane up wind from you. There is no reason for a
new flyer to have the plane downwind EVER!
2) Orientation - Knowing the orientation of your plane is a real
challenge, even for experienced pilots. You just have to work at it
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and some adults have a real problem with left and right regardless
of which way the plane is going.
Here are two suggestions on how to work on orientation when you
are not flying.
Use a flight simulator on your PC. Pick a slow flying model and fly it
a lot. Forget the jets and fast planes. Pick a slow one. Focus on left
and right coming at you. Keep the plane in front of you. Don't let it
fly over your head.
An alternative is to try an RC car that has proportional steering. You
don't have to worry about lift, stall and wind. Get something with
left and right steering and speed control. Set up an easy course that
goes toward and away from you with lots of turns. Do it very slowly
at first until you can make the turns easily. Then build speed over
time. If you use a transmitter with sticks rather than a steering
wheel this experience will transfer to your aircraft faster.
3) Too much speed - Speed it the enemy of the new pilot but if you
fly too slowly the wings can't generate enough lift, so there is a
compromise here. The key message is that you don't have to fly at
full throttle all the time.

Most small electrics fly very nicely at 2/3 throttle and some do
quite well at 1/2. That is a much better training speed than full
power. Launch at full power and climb to a good height. Cut the
power to half. If it holds altitude on a straight line, this is a good
speed. Now work on slow and easy turns, work on left and right,
flying toward you and maintaining altitude. Add a little throttle if
the plane can't hold altitude.
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Six Keys to Success, continued

* No damage or breakage on the plane
4) Not enough altitude - New flyers are often afraid of altitude. * Everything secure
They feel safer close to the ground. Nothing could be more wrong. *Radio - Frequency control has been met before you turn on the radio (except for 2.4 Ghz)
Altitude is your friend. Unless preparing to land, keep enough
* A full range check before the first flight of the day
Altitude is your friend. Unless preparing to land, keep enough alti* All trims and switches in the proper position for this plane.
tude so you have time to recover from two consecutive mistakes
* Transmitter battery condition is good.
(over 100 feet). Experienced pilots call this height “two mistakes
* Antenna fully extended (except for 2.4 Ghz)
high”. If you are not two mistakes high you better be lining up for
* For computer radios - correct model is displaye
landing.
* All surfaces move in the proper direction (elevator up with up,
rudder right with right, right aileron up with right) Make it a habit
5) Over control - Most of the time the plane does not need input
to check this immediately prior to your taxi or launch – every time*
from you. Once you get to height, a properly trimmed plane flying
in calm air will maintain its height and direction with no help from No one on the field or in any way at risk from being over flown by
your flight
you. In fact anything you do will interfere with the plane.
* You are launching into the wind which is not too strong
When teaching new pilots I often do a demo flight of their plane. I
* Sunglasses and a hat to protect your eyes when appropriate
get the plane to 100 feet, then bring the throttle back to a nice
* You have a coach or spotter with you. It’s always advisable to
cruising speed. I get it going straight, with plenty of space in front
have an extra set of eyes watching what you can’t while you attenof it, then take my hand off the sticks and hold the radio out to the tion is on the airplane.
left with my arms spread wide to emphasize that I am doing nothing. I let the plane go wherever it wants to go, as long as it is hold- If this all seems like too much to remember, do what professional
ing altitude, staying upwind and has enough room. If you are flying pilots do, take along a preflight check list. Before every flight they
a high wing trainer and you can't do this, your plane is out of trim. go down the check list, perform the
tests, in sequence, and confirm that all
6) Preflight check - Before every flight it is the pilot's responsibil- is right. If you want your flying experiity to confirm that the plane, the controls and the conditions are
ence to be a positive one, you should
correct and acceptable for flight
do the same. After a short time, it all
becomes automatic and just a natural
* Batteries at check for charge at the field
part of a fun and rewarding day. I hope
* Control surfaces properly aligned – elevator level, ailerons even, some of this is useful in learning to fly.
rudder perpendicular.
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First impressions on RadioMaster TX16 and EdgeTX by Scott Page

The first order of business for RadioMaster was to establish a
radio built around the MPM technology, and the second was to
employ a high-quality color touch screen, like a cell phone interI never learn more than what I learn when I learn I’m wrong.
face, to their transmitter. While touch screen capable RadioThis has definitely been the case for me with RadioMaster and
Master units were sold as early as May 2020, there was a fly in
EdgeTX.
the ointment. This fly was that RadioMaster was based upon the
open source OpenTX and the development of OpenTX has slowed
Both RadioMaster and EdgeTX may be foreign words to you now, to be imperceptible. Yes, OpenTX is currently slated to have
but I’m sure they’ll be as much in the hobby lexicon as Futaba
touch screen abilities incorporated but that’s been the case for
and Spektrum going forward. RadioMaster is a fairly new hobby literally years with no discernable development in that regard.
radio company which was started by two talented visionaries
with considerable experience with major companies including
As a rapidly growing number of RadioMaster TX16 owners were
Corona, and HobbyKing. These two individuals worked together clamoring for the development of the firmware side of the
in HobbyKing upper management for for some time before leaving that post and starting the trading company HobbyPorter.
Continued on next page
They realized the opportunity to create a transmitter that would
be so much more than was currently available so in late 2019
they established RadioMaster. There had been a convergence of
technologies that allowed the development of the MPM – or Multi
-Protocol Module – which is a transmitter module which allows a
single transmitter to selectively use over 75 different protocols
including Futaba/SFHSS, RadioLink, Husban, Hitec, HoTT, FrSky
ACCST v1 and v2, FrSky D, FrSkyL Flysky, Flysky AFHDS2A, DSM
(Spektrum and JR), Corona, and many more used by inexpensive
drones and toys. In short – it seems that with the exception of
Futaba/FASST pretty much every transmission protocol we see
flown at our field can be handled by a radio with an MPM module.

Dec. 2021

www.tcrcm.com

First Impressions, continued

which were also sent for my evaluation. The TX16 arrived with
version 2.5 of EdgeTX, so although I didn’t see a need for touch
touchscreen technology so they could fully enjoy their now aging screen, I figured I might as well play around with it.
radios another group of firmware developers saw the opportunity to “fork” OpenTX and continue its development as a new OS
Fast forward a couple weeks of bench testing the TX16, EdgeTX,
called EdgeTX. “Forking” is a term used in open-source software AG01, and of course using the touch screen and I’m here to say
development when a product is lifted by one group and develmy preconceived notions regarding the transmitter and touch
oped in a new direction. This is perfectly legal and accepted in
screen were dead wrong. The latency of the transmitter is
open-source development, and in fact OpenTX had itself been
astounding, the centering of the AG01 is phenomenal, and the
forked from the now orphaned ER9x which was forked from
utility of touch screen beyond any expectation. That’s not to say I
Th9x before it.
found no room for improvements; there will be improvements,
however RadioMaster is clearly the new radio to watch – they
Without every seeing a touch screen in action, or holding a Radi- are where FrSky was in 2011 and OpenTX in 2012 – not quite on
oMaster transmitter I had adopted a baseless dislike for the
the radar – but incoming and formidable nevertheless.
hardware and the touchscreen technology. I’m reminded of years
ago when my then teenage son bought a shiny new cell phone
made by Apple, it was an “Iphone”. I was incredulous of his rapture for this device that I deemed to be fraudulent in value. A few
Roger Olin received his
solo pilot certificate from
months later when my son was unable to make payments for the
trainer Larry Salsberry.
phone, it defaulted to my possession – and to my complete dismay in mere weeks I was unable to organize my day or even
function without said device. It seems that the same may be true
for my changing perception of both the RadioMaster transmitter
and touch screen technology.
I received a RadioMaster TX16 Max a few weeks ago to evaluate.
I immediately removed the stock gimbals, which are very nice,
and replaced them with the new CNC aluminum AG01 gimbals

Dec. 2021

www.tcrcm.com

TOOLS EXPLAINED
DRILL PRESS: A tall upright machine useful for suddenly snatching flat metal bar stock out of your hands so that
it smacks you in the chest and flings your beer across the
room, denting the freshly-painted project which you had
carefully set in the corner where nothing could get to it.
WIRE WHEEL: Cleans paint off bolts and then throws them somewhere under the workbench with the speed of light. Also removes fingerprints and
hard-earned calluses from fingers in about the time it takes you to say, 'Oh sh-!'
SKILL SAW: A portable cutting tool used to make studs too short.
PLIERS: Used to round off bolt heads. Sometimes used in the creation of
blood-blisters.
BELT SANDER: An electric sanding tool commonly used to convert minor
touch-up jobs into major refinishing jobs.

BAND SAW: A large stationary power saw
primarily used by most shops to cut good aluminum sheet into smaller pieces that more
easily fit into the trash can after you cut on the
inside of the line instead of the outside edge.
TWO-TON ENGINE HOIST: A tool for testing the maximum tensile strength of everything you forgot to disconnect.
PHILLIPS SCREWDRIVER: Normally used
to stab the vacuum seals under lids or for opening old-style paper-and-tin oil cans and splashing oil on your shirt; but can also be used, as
the name implies, to strip out Phillips screw
heads.
STRAIGHT SCREWDRIVER: A tool for opening paint cans. Sometimes
used to convert common slotted screws into non-removable screws and
butchering your palms.
PRY BAR: A tool used to crumple the metal surrounding that clip or bracket
you needed to remove in order to replace a 50 cent part.

HACKSAW: One of a family of cutting tools built on the Ouija
HOSE CUTTER: A tool used to make hoses too short.
board principle.. It transforms human energy into a crooked,
unpredictable motion, and the more you attempt to influence its HAMMER: Originally employed as a weapon of war, the hammer nowadays
course, the more dismal your future becomes.
is used as a kind of divining rod to locate the most expensive parts adjacent
VISE-GRIPS: Generally used after pliers to completely round the object we are trying to hit.
off bolt heads. If nothing else is available, they can also be used UTILITY KNIFE: Used to open and slice through the contents of cardboard
to transfer intense welding heat to the palm of your hand.
cartons delivered to your front door;
OXYACETYLENE TORCH: Used almost entirely for lighting various flam- works particularly well on contents
mable objects in your shop on fire. Also handy for igniting the grease inside such as seats, vinyl records, liquids
in plastic bottles, collector magathe wheel hub out of which you want to remove a bearing race.
zines, refund checks, and rubber or
TABLE SAW: A large stationary power tool commonly used to launch wood
plastic parts. Especially useful for
projectiles for testing wall integrity.
slicing work clothes, but only while
HYDRAULIC FLOOR JACK: Used for lowering an automobile to the
in use.
ground after you have installed your new brake shoes, trapping the jack handle firmly under the bumper.
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Best in the West Jet Rally

along with our BVM Team pilot brethren across the aisle. My
F9 Cougar had been delayed almost all summer because of the
supply chain issues and was just completed about a week prior
Best in the West Jet Rally 2021 Edition
to the event. George had just finished putting final touches on
“Good morning, George”
his HSD Viper Jet the week prior as well. So, there we were,
“Well, we have a small issue…. motorhome tire is low on air….. 1000 miles from home with two new jets to maiden before the
UGH!”
BITW officially began. What could go wrong? The event startNot a great way to start our trip to Southern California for one ed on Tuesday for early arrivers but honestly the weather deof the premier R/C jet events in the country.
layed everything about a day.
by Rob Skiba

On Sunday October 10th, George and I
started our annual trek to Buttonwillow
CA for the BITW. The event is a 6-day,
Jet fuel burning, camaraderie filled
week! We get to visit friends we only
see once a year and this one was special
because it had been two years since the
last BITW due to the pandemic.
Although we had a few mechanical travel issues that we eventually resolved on our way down, we arrived in Buttonwillow on Monday late evening amidst 60+ mph
winds and blowing dirt! Tents, which usually are all sorted and
ready to go for registration and occupancy on Tuesday morning, were all down and tangled into heaps wrapped around
bare tent poles.

RC Flight Deck

Tuesday afternoon saw the maiden of
my Cougar which I am happy to report
was uneventful. George’s maiden of his
Viper was also successful. I never saw
George’s smile to be any bigger! After
three years of getting a turbine model
ready for flight, he had done it! The jet
took off, flew, and returned without incident …. Wait “George, what is that

burning smell?”

Oh no! What at first seemed like another setback was found to
be a relatively minor problem with the heatshield tape on the
exhaust cone of the airframe. I will let George tell the story in
more detail maybe in a future newsletter article! Suffice to say,
after a few hours of Dremel usage and procurement of new
About 1:30 in the morning on Tuesday, the wind finally subsid- aluminum heat shield tape, George was ready to fly again very
ed, and Tuesday dawned with a calm sunrise and great antici- late Tuesday night.
pation. George and I quickly setup our pit under the 20x20
The remainder of the week saw 11 flights on the Cougar with
rented tent space (our tent area survived the windstorm)
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Will we return in 2022? Heck ‘ya! Want to come along and be
part of the TCRCM Jet Team in October 2022? Although not the
one landing gear issue (dang lip on the edge of the runway and majority, Electric Ducted Fans (EDFs) are flown at the BITW
poor pilot eyesight) and 5 or 6 flights on George’s Viper Jet. I
right along with the turbine models! You too can be a part of
do think we can consider this the most successful trip we have one of the largest modeling events on the West Coast and start
had to BITW because we brought home two re-useable jets
with minimal investment.
and most importantly George is on his way to getting that Gas Look for another announcement on some Winter 2021/2022
Turbine waiver secured!
weekend Group events to discuss items like: EDF’s – what do I
Best in the West Jet Rally, continued

BITW itself has become an event icon in the model jet world.
Top pilots from around the country and the world usually attend but with pandemic concerns still on everyone’s minds,
many elected to wait out one more year. That said, the official
pilot count still was 161, a new record! We did see all our BVM
team members, excellent flights by the Team Horizon Hobby
crew, as well as Elite Aerosports and CARF models along with
many others! The event has food options for lunches and dinners and facilities are brought in for power to all the tents.
Lights are set up in the tents for nighttime work and strolling
the pits after dinner to view all
the beautiful models. This is all
a monumental task as Buttonwillow Airport is in the middle
of the Southern CA desert!
Nothing here but sand and
dirt! Many thanks to Joe Castelao and his team as they have
done a superior job year after
year!
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need to try one out? How to get your Gas Turbine Wavier,
Spektrum Radio programming, How to Advance my Piloting
Skills for Complex R/C Models, general servo selection & setup,
Intro to R/C Helicopters, etc. Look for
C
details coming soon!
Here’s to: Blue Skies, Gentle Winds and
craving that smell of Jet A in morning!
--Rob Skiba
AMA #L6714
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Rob Skiba is opening his workshop to
members who would like more instruction/information on almost any area of
model flying. Below is a communication
he sent that outlines what he would like
to do.

Here is what I propose for the “R/C Winter Workshops”.
Workshops will be on the second Saturday of the month
December through March. Times will be 9:00 AM – 11:30
AM. We will cover a topic or multiple topics depending on
time required, decided at the prior month’s meeting. The
first one on December 11th, can be “open” general topics and more social get to know folks more. If someone
has a specific topic we can entertain that as well for the
first meeting. Some possible topics are: Spektrum Radio
programming, Intro to electric ducted
fan (EDF) jets, Assistance with model configurations/
building, How to get your turbine waiver, How are gas
turbines models setup and configured, Intro to R/C helicopters, general servo selection & setup, etc. Basically,
what do you need help with in the hobby?
Each Saturday can accommodate up to 6 participants at
my “hangar” (garage) in Pasco. Pre-registration via an
email to me at not.rob.skiba@gmail.com will get a confirmed acceptance. Participants must have a valid confirmation from me due to space limitations. If there is a
huge interest in this type of a program, we can look for
a larger space going forward, but let’s start with this.
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LiPo Recycling

members or any hobbyist to add to this growing collection. I
ask that the plugs remain as I need to completely drain every
Early last year I be- bit of current from the batteries before cutting off the plugs
came concerned that and soldering across the mains – rendering the inert. I can reour used up Lipos
turn the plugs if you want.
were ending up in
Bottom line is - as you have lipos to be disposed – bring them
landfills rather than to me and I’ll kill them and store them for eventual recycling.
recovering the mineral they contain for
reuse. LiPo batteries
have elements of value including nickel,
cobalt, lithium, graphite, and copper which can be recovered
and reprocessed into new batteries. Currently recycling is not
economical to the end user. Although stores may accept lithium batteries – such as Home Depot or Lowes, they dispose of
all soft pack batteries like those we use in aircraft. They consider them too dangerous to transport. To donate soft pack
batteries to a company that actually recycles them such as Batteries+Bulbs you must also pay a fee to have them recycled. I
AMA Web Site– click here
expect the dramatic increase in electric vehicles will create a
shortage essential minerals and make recycling Lipos increasing viable to a point where batteries will have a value closer to
aluminum and it won’t cost the end user to be environmentally
responsible.
by R. Scott Page

With this in mind I set aside a decommissioned freezer to
house dead Lipos until such time as they can be economically
recycled. I’m accepting end of life Lipo batteries from club
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Where was the newsletter
article on… (link to archives)
A Chronicle of Fields: In Search of Seeds of Greenness, Nov. 2021
Adhesives Chart, Dec. 2020
Advice for Beginning RC Pilots- Cliff Geerdes, May 2021
AMA Introductory Pilot Program, Aug. 2021
AMA Safety Code, Feb. 2021
Are you calibrating your ESC? You should.– by MotionRC, March 2021
Are You Flying Legally? Dec. 2020
Atomic City Drone Club, March 2021
Basic Mixing- Setting Up Elevons Using Open TX, Aug. 2021
Basic Quick Fix Mixing Tips- Michael Wargo, July 2021
BEC FAQ by Dimension Engineering, Nov. 2021
Best in the West Jet Rally 2021 by Rob Skiba, Dec. 2021
Building TIP: lining up the spinner and prop, Nov. 2020
Cold Weather Ahead, Dec. 2021
Courtesy to Instructors, Oct. 2021
Decoding a Standard Brushless Motor, July 2021
Did You Know?- LiPo battery ideal operating temperature, May 2021
Do It Yourself 2 Ton Press Brake- Charlie Fite, Aug. 2021
FAA Final Rules for Unmanned Aircraft Remote ID, Jan. 2021
FAA Update on RFID, Dec. 2020
Finley Field Groundbreaking- 1983- Bill Bowen, Dec. 2020
First Example of RC: Tesla, Oct. 2021
First impressions on RadioMaster TX16 and EdgeTX, Dec. 2021
Flexible Fiberglass for Foam Repair and Hinges, Nov. 2021
Frank Tiano, Feb. 2021
Fun Fly Mower Fundraiser, Nov. 2021
FYI- PDQ, May 2021
Gate Protocol, Dec. 2020
Glow|Gas|Electric|Equivalent Chart, July 2021
Have you passed The Recreational UAS Safety Test? Nov. 2021
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Heat Exchangers- Charlie Fite, Oct. 2021
History of the TCRCM Logo- Robert Parazin – George Vargo, Dec. 2020
Hot Dog Club Meeting, May 2021
How to Repair a Flying Model Aircraft- Paul K. Johnson, March 2021
Important Safety Practices for Charging, Aug. 2021
In-Flight Check for CG, Aug. 2021
Is My LiPo Battery Safe to Use? March 2021
It’s a Club, Not a Business, Dec. 2020
Learn to Fly Day- Rob Skiba, Sept. 2021
Learning to Fly Day, Aug. 2021
Life Cycle of a Running Shoe- Jim Anderson, Nov. 2021
Liperior Batteries, Dec. 2020
LiPo Recycling, Dec. 2021
Mixes for Open TX, March 2021
More on LiPo Battery Storage, Dec. 2021
New Officers, Nov. 2021
One Thing I Wish I’d Known, Dec. 2021
Open TX Output Screen, May 2021
Origin of “The Calvin”- John Patton, Dec. 2020
Parallel Charging, Aug. 2021
Peter Goldsmith’s Trimming Sequence, Aug. 2021
Pilot Spotter Responsibility- Bob Ackerman, May 2021
Pilot Spotter Responsibility- Bob Ackerman, Oct. 2021
PNNL Drone Flight, Oct. 2021
Protecting Yourself From Hazardous Materials- Chris Myers, May 2021
Reach Out to Curious Observers- Dave Mathewson, March 2021
Recycle Batteries- Give to Scott Page, July 2021
Recycle those batteries, May 2021
Safe Disposal of Lipo Batteries, Jan. 2021
Safety Article: Neutralizing Safety Concerns with Electric Power, Oct. 2021
Safety Message- Failsafe, Dec. 2020
Safety Message- The Recreational UAS Safety Test, July 2021
Safety Message- True or False, March 2021
Scale Plans for the Novice- Jerry Bates, Oct. 2021
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Where was the newsletter article on… continued

Setting Inputs in Open TX, March 2021
Setting up FrSky S6R and S8R receivers, July 2021
Shop Safety- use the right tool for the job, Nov. 2020
Six Keys to Success by Ed Anderson
Social Media- MeWe, Feb. 2021
Solo Certificate- Roger Olin, Dec. 2021
Solo Pilot- Adam Skoda, Nov. 2021
Solo Pilot- Skyler Putt, Jan. 2021
STEM Grant and video of HHS Falcon Flyers, Nov. 2021
Sunglasses: Are Yours the Correct Color?- Bill Bowen, Oct. 2021
TCRCM By-Laws (link) , March 2021
The Circle of Flight (Mud Hole) July 2021
The Flying W, a.k.a. The Capricorn, Jan. 2021
The Not So Serious Crash Etiquette, Oct. 2021
The REAL Greenhouse Problem- Canopies, March 2021
Tool Holder- Dishwasher Caddy, Aug. 2021
Tools Explained, Dec. 2021
Transmitters Using Open TX, March 2021
Trimming Your Bird! Oct. 2021
Vroom Hilda pattern, Oct. 2021
Weather Forecast- https://tcrcm.com/weather-forecast/
What Are Expo and Rates or Weights, March 2021
What Can Telemetry Do for You?, Aug. 2021
What Is Pattern? May 2021
What is the TRUST and Why Do I Care, Aug. 2021
Windsocks, May 2021
World’s Fastest RC Aircraft, Feb. 2021
You Are Model Aviation’s Ambassadors- from AMA Insider, May 2021

Our winner of a Liperior battery from RCbattery.com for this
month is John Pulsipher. John identified the F4U Corsair as his favorite aircraft. Winning the drawing
gives John a choice of many different
Batteries from 3S to 6S and ranging in
size form 2200mah to 5000mah.
To enter to be the NEXT BIG winner just
answer the question “What is the most
essential tool in your workshop”. To do
this enter your name and type in your answer @ https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/23LHHSM Remember – you can’t win
if you don’t enter.

Check out RCBattery.com for a huge sale with
some crazy deals. New containers have arrived.
Beat the rush– order now.
Discount can only be used once per month.
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