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Rob Skiba (turbine waiver) 

 

 

 

 

  Click on the red underlined text for 

more information. 

Events for TCRCM 

 Every Thursday, 12:00– Lunch at Ster-

ling’s Restaurant on the River in Richland 

 Pancake Breakfast, May 14 

 Pattern Contest, May 21-22 

 Skydio Presentation (autonomous drones) 

with PNNL and Tri-Tech– Friday, May 27 

Events for Yakima Valley Aero Modelers  

Ben’s Strip, 3513 Cheyne Road, Zillah, WA 

 Volcano Fun Fly and Fun Scale, May 21st 

and 22nd,  

 Fall Classic, Sept. 16th, 17th and 18th,  

Events for Red Apple Flyers 

 5201 4th Street SE, East Wenatchee 

 Apple Blossom - May 7th and 8th, 2022 

Events for Weavers Airfield,  

2395 Hampton Road, Othello, WA    

 Helii competition, May 6-8 

 NW Scale event, May 13-15 

 Memorial Day, May 27-30 
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From the Editor 

Many thanks to 

those who have 

submitted photos, 

articles, and tips. 

The various view 

points– both be-

hind a lens and in-

tellectually– have 

greatly enhanced 

the newsletters.  

I can always use 

the ideas of others. 

Everyone has 

something they 

can add or a ques-

tion seeking an an-

swers. Back in my 

school teaching 

days I used to tell 

students that 

someone else 

probably needed 

the same answer, 

so go ahead and 

ask.  

Calendar of events 

George V. was part of a crew thatching and seeding.. 

https://tcrcm.com/
http://yvam.net/
https://www.redappleflyers.org/
http://www.weaversairfield.com/
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Hello All; 
 
April has coming to a close.  We had a 
great month at the field.  Thanks to Bob 
and the crew that worked hard at prep-
ping the field for the spring growth and 
ensuring we had a great place to fly.  The 

repairs will take time to fill in, but the runway is looking great 
and the field in general is showing good signs of recovery.  Bob 
will be looking for staff to help with the field maintenance, 
mowing, trimming, repairs and general maintenance.  If you 
are interested, please contact Bob Anderson and get on his list 
of workers.   
 
The IMAC event was again this year plagued with high winds 
and cold weather.  These guys can’t get a break.  Seems to be 
the normal weather for this early season event.  Although the 
winds were not favorable to most for flying, these guys flew 
both days, and completed the competition successfully, even 
though landings were very challenging.   
 
Our flying site improvement grants seem to have stalled.  We 
are still waiting for notice from the AMA and the City of Rich-
land on whether contracts or funds will be released.  As we 
learn more, we will pass on this information.  Hopefully May 
will bring us good news and we can move forward with these 
projects.  
 
The club hosted (twice) a fun fly day.  The first day was a chal-
lenge to stay warm and out of the wind, but many members 

braved the conditions and came out, and Scott and Camille 
served lunch.  The second day was more fun.  We helped a per-
son in need of moving some aircraft from her home to new 

homes and had a great turn out at the field.  The Clyde Crash 
Cup was awarded to Rodney Marks.  Each year the Clyde Crash 
Cup is awarded to a member of the club.  The criteria to receive 
the prestigious award is decided by the current Cup hold-
er.  For this award, Rodney was recognized for his continuous 
work and dedication to becoming a proficient and safe pilot of 
his aircraft.  Great job Rodney.   
 
May brings us some great events.  Mothers Day, Pattern Con-
test, TCRCM Breakfast.   
May 5 - Cinco de Mayo 
May 8 - Mothers Day 
May 14 - TCRCM Breakfast 
May 21 and 22 - Pattern 
Contest 
We have requested warm 
days and light winds for 
each of these days.   
 
Looking forward to seeing 
you all out at the 
field.  Please remember to 
clean up and lock up as you 
leave the field.  Locks on the 
gates along the road need to 
be connected lock to 
lock.  Our lock connected to 
the City lock.   
 
Cheers for now, Jim (Torch) Anderson, President TCRCM. 

Message From the President  

Dan, Bob, and Dave thatched  

and seeded the field. 
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   This article is mainly targeted at electric 
airplanes at the field but some nuggets al-
so apply to combustion fliers. 
 
   In my previous life at the local Nuclear 
power plant, one of the comments that 
they likely didn’t want to hear after an in-
cident/accident was, “That’s how I’ve al-
ways done it”. Well, old habits/routines 
sometimes end up in an accident or failure that could have been 
avoided. One of our managers once told us that after working 
long hours that as he was driving home, he realized that he had 
been on autopilot and didn’t remember several miles of the 
drive. Don’t be on autopilot with safety- stay engaged. 
 
   With the proliferation of electric airplanes came new challeng-
es. I was once told by an RCer that he had put his hand or arm in 
the path of a spinning electric airplane’s prop and it chewed him 
up pretty good. He noted that as you try to stop an electric mo-
tor, that it pushes even harder to maintain rotational speed! He 
had that experience and wanted to share it with others to make 
sure it did’t happen to someone else. I’m thankful that he did 
share. So, I’m sharing a bit of my acquired experience and 
knowledge. As Monk always says, “You’ll thank me later”. 
 
   Whenever a battery is connected in an electric airplane, I al-
ways consider it is armed and dangerous. Treat it like it’s a load-
ed weapon. I attempt to always keep all body parts clear of the 
prop arc and the path directly in front of the blade (line of fire), 
whether the motor is running or not. This is even more im-
portant if someone else has their hand(s) on the transmit-
ter! You can’t control what another set of hands is doing. Once 

the motor’s battery is connected, that prop is out to get you…. 
trust me, it really is!  
 

   It’s a very good idea to have a throttle cut/kill/disarm switch 
on your radio. Now, I don’t ever consider that this will keep the 
prop from biting me but it’s an added layer of defense. Some pi-
lots will use a rotary knob (if available) as a throttle disarm 
switch, as it’s harder to inadvertently set or bump it to the throt-
tle active state. Don’t put yourself in harms way, even with the 
disarm switch activated. Remember, that prop is out to get you! 
 
   Please check your propellor after a prop strike. A year or two 
ago a club member pointed out that one of my float planes had a 
hairline fracture in the prop. I know that I had a water prop 
strike on a previous day and had not checked or noticed it. Need-
less to say, that propellor’s service life had expired! A prop strik-
ing the ground OR water can cause problems. Consider adding a 
prop check to your preflight check- with battery disconnected! 
Even if you choose not to preflight your prop, you should check it 
after a prop strike. Who knows where that broken/disintegrating 
prop is going after it gives up the ghost. Remember that they can 
also fail on the starting bench while spinning up your motor or 
engine. 
 
   An unbalanced propellor can fail due to the added stress of vi-
bration. Reference the prior newsletter article by Jim Anderson 
for balancing info. 
 
   For further info, I’ve provided a link/address to the APC propel-
lor Safety Concerns. 
https://www.apcprop.com/technical-information/safety-
concerns/ 
 
Remember not to put yourself or others in the line of fire! 

Propellor Safety Moment  by  Dave Holland 

https://www.apcprop.com/technical-information/safety-concerns/
https://www.apcprop.com/technical-information/safety-concerns/
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Product Spotlight by Scott Page 

We have written, directed, and edited RC club newsletters 

for a couple local clubs off and mostly on again for the past 

decade.  Throughout that time, we struggle to get content for 

the newsletter.  One idea we’ve had is for local hobby dealers 

to submit a product spotlight each month to highlight some 

product they have in their brick and mortar and attract cus-

tomers. Seemed to us like a win – win.  Basically, free adver-

tising for them and easy content for us.  Although we’ve sug-

gested and nearly begged for this periodically for many years 

it’s never once come to fruition – except perhaps one time 

years ago.   

Fact is, there are some really fabulous gadgets available and 

some of us may not know they are available.  With this in 

mind I’m going to surrender my attempts to drive business 

local.  Starting this month, I’ll spotlight a product available 

from large foreign dealers and Amazon. 

My father called me yesterday and wanted to know if I had 

a control surface incidence meter that would work in degrees.  

“In fact, I do”, I told him and loaned him my “Miracle Anodized 

Aluminum Throw Meter”.  After he used it he texted me back 

to say “Your angle measurement device is awesome, if you 

find me one that would be great.  Then I might give back the 

one I have.” I replied with a smiley face with a tongue stuck 

out. I think I had bought my incidence meter from 

www.banggood.com but could not find it there.  I did find the 

exact same device at Amazon at this link. https://

www.amazon.com/dp/B085F3FJQ2  The current price is $28 

as I write this.  I realize that it only measures to 70 degrees so 

it might not be enough throw for kryptonite-proof pilots like 

Jake Pulsipher, but for mere mortals this rig will last forever 

and do the job quickly with great precision. 

 

 

http://www.banggood.com
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B085F3FJQ2
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B085F3FJQ2
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I’ve long longed to have facilities at the club so we 

could cook hashbrowns, pancakes, sausage, eggs, and 

other scrumptious dishes for club members or visiting 

pilots to enjoy while flying.  The isolation of the past 

couple years prompted me to decide that one way or 

another, this was to become a reality this year.  

The donations from the two “When Pigs Fly” events 

went a long way toward allowing us to gear up to be 

able to provide breakfast at club events and contests.  

Ultimately, we de-

cided rather than 

purchasing one 

large (and heavy) 

griddle we’d scale 

up using smaller 

griddles.  On pa-

per this made 

sense for many reasons in terms of portability, flexibil-

ity, scalability, and perhaps most of all affordability.  

We purchased two griddles and want to give a club 

breakfast shakedown cruise on May 14th.  We’ll be 

serving at 9:00 until everybody present has an oppor-

tunity to be served.  IN THE EVENT that the weather is 

forecast to be hostile we MAY push the breakfast to 

May 15.  Any decision to push the date will be made 

and members will be notified by email prior to noon 

May 13th 

We’d like to invite pilots, their family members, and 

prospective club members to join us for breakfast fea-

turing pancakes, scrambled eggs, and sausage.  Eggs 

cooked to order will depend on how things go.  It’s our 

intention, or hope, to hold a series of food fueled 

events over the course of the warm months.    There 

will not be a charge for the breakfast. Donations will be 

accepted and applied to the cost of food, supplies, and 

equipment.  

SAVE THE dATE  By Scott and Camille 
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 Trying to find the components needed to 
finish the construction of a model. 

 Not having enough time to spend doing 

it! 

 How fast Nitro is going away. 

 I get disappointed with myself when I 

can't exercise the hobby as I should to my standard. 

 The addiction of it. I can't stop buying more planes and 

parts. 

 Getting older 

 Finding room to store all of it without complaints from my 

spouse! 

 When the wind blows 

 Petty bickering 

 Negativity is a cancer cell that can infect and damage any 

club. 

 Repairs 

The survey question the past month was “What do you find the 

most discouraging thing about this hobby?“  When I look over 

the submissions above I can relate to just about every single 

one of those lines however the great people in the club more 

than offset the detractors. I’ve maintained for many years that 

this hobby is less about the aircraft and more about the rela-

tionships.  Thank you all for what you do to make our club, and 

the hobby more fun and less discouraging. 

This month R. Scott Page was the winner of the RCbattery 

drawing.   Holy Cow!  He finally won.  I think he is the only per-

son to enter every single month and Amazon Alexa has never 

called his number – until now.   

The question for next month is “Hashbrowns or Pancakes?”  Of 

course, this is to encourage engagement at the May 14th 

9:00AM breakfast – There is no charge for breakfast for club 

members or their families.  Donations will be accepted to off-

set the cost of our new equipment and plowed into future 

events. 

Here is the LINK to the survey.  https://

www.surveymonkey.com/r/7DNJPPG 

 

 Answers to Survey of 

 Discouraging Things in RC  

Can you say Avanti? 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7DNJPPG
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7DNJPPG
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7DNJPPG
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Build the Tiny Toni RC Pylon Racer  
By David Boyll david.boyll52@gmail.com Photos by the author  
  
The Volunteer Aeromodelers club of Tennessee developed 

a minimal set of criteria for a novice-level Pylon Racing 

class for fun-fly events. The small racers can reach top 

speeds of roughly 70 mph and are simple and inexpensive 

to build. They are electric-powered, profile models made 

primarily of foam board. David Boyll developed the aircraft 

based on the full-scale Cosmic Wind Little Toni Goodyear 

racer. You can download free plans to build one today. 

https://www.modelaviation.com/tiny-toni 
 
https://www.modelaviation.com/sites/default/files/Tiny%
20Toni%20Plans.pdf 

https://modelaircraft.mmsend.com/link.cfm?r=kHLsMNQ4wV8kCkUq6P6-Yg~~&pe=VyqzXFTQ4IF7Gf-4fK_jNR5oZuN2GQISpiRgBeUa3nmte4TdDUpYgNmd7w47bLddhUqpQNQM7DErGSPqn9X2Eg~~&t=yKtmzy2bgmKkQgu9_Jo3Bw~~
https://modelaircraft.mmsend.com/link.cfm?r=kHLsMNQ4wV8kCkUq6P6-Yg~~&pe=HPqJTAUb5ujJibUzFbFGwX0ioDZyTLiR5l8WTr8BARMXK6fEV42EJd0lZOcJzqN04imJbyPt4001UnWlgyWZeg~~&t=yKtmzy2bgmKkQgu9_Jo3Bw~~
https://modelaircraft.mmsend.com/link.cfm?r=kHLsMNQ4wV8kCkUq6P6-Yg~~&pe=VPHx1aZLmqE0QrQQQw6sKYlLLA_xqop_7kHlweZUe1HIJpg4HuL0JzHbvOuD_WR3EQSzuQ3hk95_YXwKLf67Tg~~&t=yKtmzy2bgmKkQgu9_Jo3Bw~~
https://www.modelaviation.com/tiny-toni
https://www.modelaviation.com/sites/default/files/Tiny%20Toni%20Plans.pdf
https://www.modelaviation.com/sites/default/files/Tiny%20Toni%20Plans.pdf
https://rcbattery.com/
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LINK  https://www.ksl.com/article/50353764/have-you-

seen-this-coolest-woman-in-1926-changes-plane-

wheel-during-flight    

 

 

 

Black boxes aren't  

actually black. 

  

The black box, also known as the Flight Data Recorder, is actu-

ally painted bright orange. The heat-resistant paint used to 

coat the boxes' exteriors comes in a highlighter-orange hue, 

which also happens to make them easier to find in case of an 

accident. 
https://bestlifeonline.com/airplane-facts/ 

Have You Seen This? 
Coolest woman in 1926 changes 

plane wheel during flight. 

https://www.ksl.com/article/50353764/have-you-seen-this-coolest-woman-in-1926-changes-plane-wheel-during-flight
https://www.ksl.com/article/50353764/have-you-seen-this-coolest-woman-in-1926-changes-plane-wheel-during-flight
https://www.ksl.com/article/50353764/have-you-seen-this-coolest-woman-in-1926-changes-plane-wheel-during-flight
https://www.ksl.com/article/50353764/have-you-seen-this-coolest-woman-in-1926-changes-plane-wheel-during-flight
https://www.ksl.com/article/50353764/have-you-seen-this-coolest-woman-in-1926-changes-plane-wheel-during-flight
https://www.ksl.com/article/50353764/have-you-seen-this-coolest-woman-in-1926-changes-plane-wheel-during-flight
https://www.ksl.com/article/50353764/have-you-seen-this-coolest-woman-in-1926-changes-plane-wheel-during-flight
https://www.ksl.com/article/50353764/have-you-seen-this-coolest-woman-in-1926-changes-plane-wheel-during-flight
https://bestlifeonline.com/airplane-facts/
https://www.ksl.com/article/50353764/have-you-seen-this-coolest-woman-in-1926-changes-plane-wheel-during-flight
https://www.ksl.com/article/50353764/have-you-seen-this-coolest-woman-in-1926-changes-plane-wheel-during-flight

